The publication of extended conference proceedings as an "instant monograph" is increasingly common. All too often the results are disappointing with articles of very variable standard, often of doubtful relevance, showing evidence of hurried preparation. None of these criticisms can be levelled at this volume which is a masterly example of what can be achieved with this format given careful selection of contributors in the first place and good editing thereafter. The standard of production and the reproduction of the illustrations matches the quality of the text.
The conference concerned was held in July 1985 in Dundee, the principal sponsor being the International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics. The underlying theme was the multidisciplinary approach to the problem and there are over 66 contributors from every corner of the globe, representing inter alia surgeons, prosthetists, bio-engineers and nurses not forgetting the consumer.
The surgical topics covered include wound healing and stump care together with current views on leirel determination. There is a detailed account of the surgical technique at each amputation level and a particularly useful series of articles on congenital limb deficiency. In an extended article at the end there is an account of the experience in Dundee showing what the multi-disciplinary approach can achieve.
In the prosthetic sections the current state of design and prescription are set out together with the latest developments in prosthetic technology including computer aided design and manufacturing, but in spite of such "hightech" emphasis the problems relevant to the developing world have not been forgotten.
One searches in vain for a topic which has been omitted and indeed, if there is to be a criticism it is perhaps that the net has been spread a little too wide. Articles on current management of bone tumours and endoprosthetic replacement techniques while interesting in themselves are perhaps not strictly within the remit of the subject.
The appeal of the book will obviously be wide ranging. Not everyone will need to study the full level of detail in each of the topics dealt with but for anyone connected with amputations, whether it be in the field of surgery, prosthetics or rehabilitation and their associated basic sciences, this book will become required reading, not only for the up to date account of their own speciality but also for the insight it gives into the developments in the many associated specialities. To all of these it is unhesitatingly recommended as a major contribution in the field. 
